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ORDERED, 


HAT the Thanks of this Houſe be given to 
the Reverend Mr. Anthony Weldon for the 
excellent Sermon by him preach'd before this Houſe 
Yeſterday at St. Andrew's Church: And that he be 
deſired to print the ſame. And that the Honourable 


Mr. Ponſonby and Colonel Mynne do acquaint him 
therewith, 


Edw. Sterling, ) Cler. Parl. 
Henry Alcock, F Dom. Com. 


I do appoint Anne Leathley to print the above 


Sermon, and forbid any other Perſon to print the 
lame. 


: © AnrTt. WELDON. 


SERMON, Ge. 


Ps ALM Lth, and 15th VERS E. 


And call upon Me in the Day of Trouble, J will deliver 
thee, and thou ſhalt glorify Me. 


T = Goodneſs of God, which inclined Him to 


create ſo great a Number of Beings, of whoſe 
Service He could have no Want, having all 
Perfections contained in His own Nature, and eſſential 

to it, moved Him ever ſince they did exiſt to preſerve 


them. 


Among the Creatures of ſeveral Kinds and Ranks 
which God brought into the World, to ſome He gave 
a Capacity to diſcover His Being, and that He was the 
Maker of all Things, and did preſerve and govern 
them; who by conſidering the Works of His Creation, 

and either viewing them ſingly, or comparing them 
together, muſt diſcern wiſe Deſign, exact Order, mu- 
tual Fitneſs, and Subſerviency one to another, ever 
where among them, and thence neceſſarily conclude, 


that the Author of all theſe Productions is endued 
with 


6, 


— 


with infinite Wiſdom, Power, and Goodneſs; and 
that it is moſt reaſonable for them, who have received 
ſo noble a Nature from Him, to reverence, love and 
honour Him for it. 

But what He did enable His Creatures to find out b 
their reaſoning Faculties, He has manifeſted more fully 
to them by Revelation; as well what concerns the 
Excellency of His ow: Nature, as what relates to zhem- 


ſelves, and their Dependency upon Him. 


He has taught them that He is their Sovereign Lord, 
of whom they hold all, and that it is their Duty to 
worſhip and praiſe Him for His Loving-kindneſs ; 
that as He only can furniſh them with the common 
Supports of Life, ſo they are to pray to Him only for 


them; that as He will reſcue them out of Danger, 


ſo they ought humbly to recommend themſelves to 
His Care and Protection; and after He has made a 


Way for their Eſcape, heartily to return Him Thanks 


for their Deliverance. 


Thus to be grateful to our principal Benefactor, is 


not only agreeable to natural Light and Juſtice, but 
the great Law of our Religion, 


Þ will deliver thee, and thou ſhall glorify me. 


In this Text theſe two Propoſitions are plainly con- 


tained. 


Firſt, That Deliverances are from God. 


Secondly, 


Secondly, That it is our * to glorify, and honour 
Him for em 


Fir/?, That all Bae we rom Go Penn 


Before I enter upon the Proof of which, I would 
premiſe, that this Aſſertion does not imply that God 
will deliver us, if we do do nothing ourſelves towards 
obtaining our Safety ; He has promiſed that His Grace 
ſhall attend and promote our juſt Endeavours, but 
gives no Ground to the Idle and Negligent, to hope 
for His Help, who will make no Uſe of their natural 
Powers derived from Him for their own Preſervation. 

Neither from hence does it follow, that God will 
encourage Men in the Pains they themſelves take to 
get out of Trouble, if they do not hu mbly addreſs to 
Him for His Help: The calling upon him in the Day 
of Trouble being the expreſs Condition upon which 
He will deliver us. 

Theſe Things being premiſed, I proceed to obſerve, 
that Deliverances are of ſeveral Sorts, both with reſ- 
pect to them, for whom they are wrought, and with 
reſpect to the Evils from which they ſet us free. 

Some are confined to fingle Perſons, or reach but 
to private Families, and ſome extend to whole Coun- 
tries and Nations. . 

As to ſingle Perſons; God guards their Souls againſt 
the Deſigns of their ſpiritual Enzmies, either by keep- 
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ing them out of the Way of the Tempters, or by en- 
abling them to overcome their Temptations, 

It is alſo to the Goodneſs of God, that particular 
Men owe the Preſervation of their Health, Life, and 


Eſtates. 


But though there is no Creature ſo ſmall and in- 


conſiderable, that God does not take Care of it; yet, 


for the moſt Part, the Acts of His Providence are 
more apparent and. diſcernable in the ordering and 
Management of the greater Portions of the World. 
His Hand is more viſible in the Government and 
Diſpoſal of Countries and Kingdoms, than of parti- 
cular Places and Families; of Kings-· and Men in Au- 


thority, than of private Perſons; whether in their 
Ruin, when they turn their Hearts from the Lord 


their God, and give themſelves up to commit Evil; 
or in their Preſervation, when, they do that which is 
right in His Eyes, and keep the Covenants and Statutes 
which He has commanded them. 

And it is to the extraordinary Providence of God, 
that we are beholden for this joyful Occaſion of aſſem- 
bling ourſelves together, N ho hath delivered us from 


the Hands of cruel and barbarous Men; who had 


conſpired to deprive us of our Religion, Lives, and 
Liberties. 8 . 
Had God, juſtly incenſed by our Igiquities, per- 
mitted this wicked Plot to have taken Effect, it is not 
 *ealy to conceive the Fears, Horror, and Confuſion, 
with which we ſhould have been overwhelmed ; nor- 
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the Rage and Cruelty, with which our Enemies would 
have followed their Blow, to have obtained a full 
Conqueſt, and made us compleatly miſerable. 

We could with no Reaſon have expected the leaſt 
Degree of Compaſſion, or Tenderneſs from them, who 
had fo far diveſted themſelves, not only of Religion, 
but Humanity itſelf, out of an unenlightned Zeal to 
promote a Religion, which allows Men to do many ill 
Things. 

For where Popery has a full Influence upon Men, 
they will break through all Ties, natural, civil, or 
divine, to ſerve that Intereſt. Neither Laws nor Oaths, 
nor Senſe of former Kindneſs, have been found Bands 
ſtrong enough to hold them. 

There are Doctrines taught in that Church, which 
are great Hindrances to good Life, and diſpoſe Men to 
violate the moral Duties of Nature and Religion, with- 
out any great Shock of their Conſciences, or Dread of 
future Puniſhment. ' 

T hey get rid of their Fears, by the Doctrine of Pe- 
nance, Purgatory, Maſſes for the Dead; and make 
their Conſciences eaſy by thoſe of Equivocation, Abſo- 
lution, and that they are not bound to keep the Faith 
with Hereticks (as they call us) whom 8 will not 
allow to hae er any Right to Truth, or Juſtice, or ſo 
*much as t Own Lives. 

Hereupon many of that Communion think it no in 
at all to deſtroy us; and the moſt zealous and bigotted 


among them believe it a good Work, and that they 
ſhall 


ſhall merit Heaven by doing God and their Church 
ſuch laudable Service. Howeres they may diſclaim 
theſe Principles occaſionally, and to ſerve ſome ſecular 
Views, yet they are. avowed by their beſt-receiv'd Au- 
thors, and found in Writings that have the Sanction of 
their Church. 

Our Forefathers have experienced, we are ſo happy 
as but to hear, our Brethren on the Continent ſtill feel 
the lamentable Effects of thoſe pernicious Doctrines; 
and ſince theſe Principles have found Entertainment in 
the World, what Havock has been made of the Lives 
of Men ? what Effuſion of Chriſtian Blood? And while 
there are Men bad enough to practiſe them, we have 
great Need to fly unto God for Protection. 

We cannot reflect upon the inhuman Slaughter in- 
tended this Day, without Horror and Deteſtation. 
We cannot think of our wonderful Deliverance, with- 
out Hearts full of Joy, Praiſe and Thankſgiving, rea- 
dy to be offered to God our Gracious Deliverer. 

Great is the Lord, and marvellous, worthy to be 
praiſed; there is no End , his Greatneſs. Whoſo is 
wiſe, and will obſerve theſe Things, ' even they ſhall un- 
derſtand the Loving-kinaneſs of the Lord. 1 en ſhall 
fear and declare the Works of the Lord, for they ſhall 
wiſely confider of bis Doings. 

Indeed a little Conſideration and Thought will con-* 
vince us, that Deliveranccs, whether private or pub- 
lick ; whether of fingle Perſons, or of whole Nations, 
are due to Gd. © 
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The Heathens had ſuch a juſt Senſe of human Frail- 
ty, that they did attribute all the great Turns in their 
Condition to ſome Thing, above their own Power. 

'To the Will of God they aſcribed the good Succeſs 
of their Affairs, and hoped by his Aid to be deliver- 
ed from Calamities. 

| That the Happineſs of His planting was the more du- 
rable. 

That when He will puniſh there is no eſcaping for the 
Strong. That His Diſpleaſure might be appeaſed by 
- their humbly addreſſing themſelves to Him. 

And though ſometimes they talk of the Influence 
Fortune has over human Affairs, yet they acknow- 
ledge it to be ſubject to the Pleaſure of Gods. 
Wherefore in their Prayers they ſtyle God, heir 
Father; that is, the Author of their Health, Life, and 

Goods. | | 
All Men are ſenfible, that they cannot preſerve 
themſelves, they find no Power within them, either, 
that was the Cauſe of their Being, or that can cer- 
tainly ſecure their Eſtates, their Credit, or Friends, 

or prolong even their own Lives. 
Still greater Uncertainties do attend War and Peace, 

| publick Councils, and the State of Kingdoms. 

Small Circumſtances of Things change the Fate of 
Battles; Things which were not obſerved, or ſo much 
as thought of when they began; and they that aſſured 
themſelves to return Conquerors from the Field, have 
been carried off Captives. 
BY hs Wherefore, 


Wherefore, if we have no Command over many 
of thoſe Cauſes, which bring, or ſtop Victories, and 
that contribute to the Safety or Deſtruction of King- 
doms; and, if we had any Influence, might often uſe 
it to our own Diſadvantage ; let us look up to God, 


from whom comes our Help; let us adhere to Him in 


all the Changes: of Life, to whoſe Goodneſs we muſt 
attribute the Beginning, the Increaſe, and the Accom- 
pliſhment of all our Deſigns; let us beg His Guidance 
in our Undertakings, and His Blefling upon them, 


without which they will come to nothing; and praiſe * 


and magnify His holy Name for all His Mercies, when- 
ever vouchſafed unto us. 


Which brings me to the ſecond Thing propoſed': 


That as Deliverances are from God, ſo it is our 
Duty to glorify and honour Him. for them. 


We muſt not only in a; mere ſpeculative Manner, be 


convinced that it is the Hand of God which bringeth 


about all great Events, and crowns us with Succels ; 
but we muſt ſo: conſider it, and meditate upon it in a 


practical Manner, as to be truly thankful to Him for 


the Advantages we reap thereby. 

The eue, in the Days of Moſes, knew very well 
who it was, that made them ride on the high Places of 
the Earth, and to. ſuck Honey out of the Rock, and 
Oil out of the Flint Rock ; who-it was, that /ed them 
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in the Wilderneſs like Sheep, and kept them as the 
Apple of His Eye; that ſuffered no Man to do them 
Wrong, but reproved even Kings for their Sake. Yet 
even of theſe very Perſons, who knew all theſe Things 
ſo perfectly, and had ſeen them with their own Eyes, 
did that holy Man complain, that Jefburum waxed 
fat and kicked, that he forſook the God which made him, 
and lightly efremed the Rock of his Salvation. 

Even ſo we alfo, how well ell focver we 
apprehend in Theory, that God is the Diſpoſer of the 
Events of all human Affairs; yet what are we the 
better, if it does not affect our Morals, in filling our 
Hearts with Gratitude, and our Mouths with Praiſes, 
and our Lives with Acts of Obedience to Him, after 
all the great Things He has done for us? 

This is the only Return that frail and dependant 
Creatures are capable of making, to the Supreme 
Lord, and Governor of all Things. For our Goodneſs 
axtendeth not to Him; neither can Man be profitable 
unto God, as he that is wiſe may be Profitable to 
2 

But thankful and obedient to Him, we can be; and 
moſt inexcuſable and baſe is our Ingratitude, if His 
Mercies do not affect vs. 

For certainly, if ever any Nation or G eneration of 
Men ſeem to have been the peculiar Care of God; 
we are that Nation and Generation, we that have 
been ſo often ſpared, when we might moſt juſtly have 
been puniſhed ; we that have been ſometimes "aſe 
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paſſed with Dangers, and med with Judgments 


hanging directly over our Heads, and juſt ready to fall 
upon us with all their Weight; and yet delivered by 
God's out- ſtretched Arm. 


What Mercies could He ne which have not 
been ſhewed us? : 

What Warnings could be given, which we have 
not received? And if, after all theſe repeated Calls, 
we ean {till continue uncircumciſed both in Heart and 
Ears, ſurely we muſt have put off all Senſe of Shame 
and Fear, we muſt be the moſt abandoned of all 
People, we muſt be entirely given up to an incorri- 
gible Hardneſs of Heart. 

If therefore we would be truly grateful, if we would 
be unteignedly thankful to God; let us pay a ſincere 
Obedience to all His Commands. Nay, it we would 
ſhew any real Love for our Country, any true Senſe 
of Liberty, any juſt Dread of arbitrary Power, let us 
inftantly ſhake off that heavy Yoke of Bondage, 
which our tyrannical Luſts have laid upon us, for who 
are greater Enemies to their King and Country, than 
thoſe Perſons who, by increaſing the national Guilt 
by their Iniquities, thus do what in them lieth, to 
draw Ruin and Deſtruction upon both ? 

Theſe are the Men that make our Fleets and Armies 
miſcarry in War; theſe are the Men that enfeeble the 
Hands of them that fight for us, and ſtrengthen thoſe 
ol our Enemies againſt us in the Day of Battle. 


Theſe 


Theſe are the Men that blaſt our Deſigns, diſtract 


our Councils, divide our People, and diſunite their 
Hearts from the publick Intereſt of their Country. 

If therefore we have. any Regard for publick or 
private Safety, let us break off from our Iniquities, 
which will otherwiſe be our Ruin. 

If we have any Reverence for God's holy Name, 
any real Diſapprobation of Popery, any Value for 
His true Religion eſtabliſhed among us, let us reſolve 
to revive it both in Profeſſion and Practice ; let us agree 
with one Mind, and one Mouth, zealouſly to defend it 
let us ſtudy to adorn it, by an irreproachable Life and 
Converſation. And that the Reformation may be ge- 
neral and effectual, let us, all of us, High and Low, 


Rich and Poor, Magiſtrates, Miniſters and People, join 


Hand and Heart in this neceſſary Work. 

And that no accurſed Thing may ſeparate between 
us and our God, nor obſtruct our perfect Reconcilia- 
tion, let us ſearch every one into the Bottom of our 
Hearts, and tear from thence thoſe Boſom Sins, that 
make us at once diſſoyal Members both to Church and 
State. And where Licentiouſneſs has made the wideſt 
Breach, there let us be ſure to apply our ſpeedieſt Carc, 
and oppoſe the ſtrongeſt Bank. 

Particularly againſt that Looſeneſs of Opinion that 
ſlides ſo eaſily into Practice, that removes every 
Check to Vice, and hath let in univerſal Corruption 
among us, that Intemperance which overflows us like 
a Deluge, that Softneſs and Delicacy in Manners, 
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St. James come they not hence, even from your 
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' which emaſculates and enfeebles our Youth, and hath 


almoſt quenched all the remaining Sparks of Virtue 
and Bravery. 
In Sum, let us ſet ourſelves to mortify and ſubdue 


all our diſorderly Paſſions, and encourage only ſuch 
as are manly and ſuitable to our Natures. 


Let publick Good baniſh private Intereſt ; Religion, 
Profaneneſs; Love, Hatred; Charity, Strife; ; For 
whence come Wars and Fightings among you; (lays 


Luſts, 
that war within your Members ? 


Let us therefore withdraw the Fuel that feeds them, 


that they may no longer burn inwardly to our great 
Diſquiet, nor ever flame out to our Confuſion and 
Deſtruction. 


Let us ſtudy all to be quiet, and mind every one 
his own Buſineſs in his proper Station. 


Let us not be wiſe in our own Conceits, but with 
brotherly Love in Honour prefer one another. 


And let this be the only, but the 201g Strife among 
Brethren and Cri whg ſhall do the . moſt 
Good to the Publick, and who ſerve their King 


and Country with the moſt 5 diſintereſted Zeal, anke 
uncorrupted Fidelity. 


And for a Concluſion all, Let ws 100 St. Paul 
exhorts) put up our Pers, Supplications, Inter- 


cefſions an Thankſoivings for the King and all that are 
125 Authority, that they may lead a quiet and peace- 
able Life in all Godlineſs and * ; that we may 


Dever 


P 
never want the Shelter of their kind Protection, nor 


they the lawful Tribute of our Obedience and Sub- 


miſſion. That the King's Empire may be firmly 
ſeated in the Hearts of all his People, and the People's 


Duty ſolidly founded both upon Principle and Affec- 
tion. 


That Religion (the beſt Guardian of civil Society) 
may ſeaſon all our Councils, and proſper all our Un- 


dertakings. That Mercy may diſtil upon us as the 
Dew, and Righteouſneſs run down as the Waters, 


that Probity and Equity may be the Standard of our 
Proceedings, that Knowledge and Wiſdom may be the 


Stability of our Times, and Union and Concord the 
Cement of our Government. 


Happy is that People that is in ſuch a Caſe; yea 
happy is that People whoſe God is their Lord. 
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